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Six of the best recent short stories, disassembled by their 
authors. 
  
Magic & Mechanics features six phenomenal stories, each followed by an 
interview with its author exploring how it was written. 
An innovative anthology revealing the inspiration, the ideals and the work 
involved in great writing.  
 
An essential book for everyone interested in how fiction works… 
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Praise for Reverse Engineering 
 
 
‘Rich with insight into the craft and the art of the short story, this book will delight 
both writers and readers.’ 
Monica Ali, author of Brick Lane and Love Marriage 
 
‘This impressive collection reads like a celebration of the craft of story-writing itself.  
The triumph of Reverse Engineering is that despite accepted norms of short story craft, 
every author offers something different.’ 
The Observer 
 
‘Presenting an invaluable trove of stories and interviews, Reverse Engineering offers 
insights into not only writers' sparks of inspiration but also their stories' long fuses 
and more slow-burning processes. A delightful, rousing resource.’  
Eley Williams, author of Attrib. And Other Stories 
 
‘A collection of hugely illuminating conversations, packed with insights into 
everything from inspiration and the drafting process to setting, character, theme, 
ideology and the handling of voice, point of view, structure and style.’ 
Times Literary Supplement 
 
This anthology will inject writers with creative adrenaline and provide short story 
readers with a new slant of light into the craft. Seven exceptional stories are followed 
by interviews with the authors about their process and inspiration, each as unique 
and nourishing as the narratives themselves. 
The Irish Times 
 
The stories collected here are unified by a vivacious diversity… the interviews display 
a broad range of approaches to the art. 
The LA Review of Books 
 
Reverse Engineering is breaking new ground for the short story, offering a unique 
insight not just into the mechanics of writing exceptional short fiction, but the 
inherent joy that is to be found in the form for both reader and writer.  
Lunate 

 


